I once did a baptism and at the point of baptism I asked the parents by what name they would like the baby baptised and they said ‘Charlotte Stephen!’ Fortunately, it was at a primary school, and the baby was a doll and the parents aged 7! 
I also did a service once where two sisters, who were identical twins, with 8 children between them decided to get them all baptised in one go. They were called Bertie, Bonnie, Bernie, Bobby, Billy, Betty, Betsy and I forget the other one, I had no idea which child was which! But I didn’t know the sisters apart either, so it was one big game of pretend-trying to make out I knew what was going on… 
Names, however, are important. 
It is a series of encounters. People meet Jesus, and as they do, they begin to name him. Each name comes out of relationship, experience, and need. These are not abstract titles; they are discoveries made in real time, through real encounters.
What is striking is that no single name is enough. As John the Baptist and the first disciples encounter Jesus, they keep reaching for new language — because who Jesus is to them keeps unfolding.
This passage invites us to ask not just who Jesus is, but who Jesus is to us. What do we call him — and why?
Today as we come to the covenant liturgy we also see that covenant and naming is linked in the bible.

Covenant and naming
A covenant in the Bible is not a contract or a transaction. It is a relationship of belonging and commitment, initiated by God. When God makes covenant with people, identities are reshaped. Lives are reoriented. And very often, names change.
Abram becomes Abraham.
Sarai becomes Sarah.
Jacob becomes Israel.
Simon will later become Peter.
A new covenant relationship brings a new way of being known — and a new way of knowing God.
So when people begin to name Jesus in John 1, they are not just assigning titles. They are entering relationship. What they call him means something.
What do you call Jesus? What name comes to mind? Friend, brother, king?
In the short gospel we’ve just had there’s actually 5 names for Jesus mentioned- Lamb of God, Man, Son of God, Rabbi and Messiah. 
As we explore them, I’d like you to think about which might be what you need to call Jesus right now. How do you approach him and what is he offering you in your relationship.


Firstly: “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world”
The first name spoken over Jesus comes from John the Baptist.
For John, this name grows out of his vocation and his deep grounding in Israel’s story. The image of the lamb is saturated with Old Testament meaning: the Passover lamb whose blood marked out God’s people; the sacrificial lambs offered day after day in the temple; Isaiah’s vision of the suffering servant, bearing the sins of many.
By calling Jesus the Lamb of God, John is naming Jesus as the one who deals with sin — not by ignoring it, not by condemning it, but by carrying it away.
This tells us something about John. He sees the world clearly. He knows its brokenness. He understands human failure — and perhaps his own. The name he gives Jesus reflects what he believes the world most needs.
A taking away of guilt, shame, remorse, and a longing for release.
Many people carry a quiet sense of not being enough, or of being defined by past mistakes. If Lamb of God is the name that speaks most strongly to us, it may be because we need forgiveness more than advice, mercy more than motivation.
And in covenant terms, this matters. God’s covenant does not begin with our perfection. It begins with God’s love and forgiveness and unburdening.

The second name shows Jesus as a man among them
Jesus does not arrive with spectacle. He walks into view as a man.
John the Baptist says he did not recognise him at first. Jesus is not obviously different. He is fully human, present, embodied, ordinary in appearance.
To recognise Jesus as a man is to encounter a God who knows what it is to be tired, misunderstood, vulnerable, and limited.
When we feel loneliness, exhaustion, and the need to be understood. Jesus has been there.
Some of us do not need a triumphant Christ right now. We need one who stands beside us in the mess of ordinary life.
Covenant means God does not stay at a distance. God comes close — close enough to share our humanity.
So Jesus is the lamb of God who unburdens us, a man who understands and walks with us.

Thirdly, ‘the Son of God”
Here John moves from recognition of the one we need, to confession. 
Son of God is also a title with deep Old Testament roots. The kings of Israel were already named sons of God, called to rule on God’s behalf. But John goes further. This is not simply a role or a function — this is identity.
By naming Jesus as the Son of God, John is saying: this is the King one in whom God is uniquely present. To look at Jesus is to see what God is like.
This name tells us something about John’s journey. He has moved from witness to belief — from seeing Jesus do something, to trusting who Jesus is. His words carry authority. His life becomes a pattern we must take seriously.
Do you listen to all the stories of Jesus without having complete trust that the same Jesus is present with us now? The same God who flung stars into space loves you and can move in power in your life. Would you like to see more of that?
So we have the lamb of God who unburdens us, the man who understand and walks with us, and the son of God. In Jesus we see and experience God.

Then remarkably the disciples say to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which means Teacher)”
The disciples’ first word to Jesus is deeply relational: Rabbi.
They are not making a polished theological statement. They are expressing a desire: we want to learn from you. In Jewish tradition, a rabbi was not simply someone you listened to — it was someone you followed closely, shaping your life around theirs.
As we search, grow, make our way through uncertainty we know we acknowledges that we do not have it all figured out — and that we are willing to be taught and sit at his feet.
In covenant terms, this is the posture of a disciple: teachable, attentive, willing to change.
We say, ‘I am no longer my own, but yours.’ We kneel in our hearts.
So a final recap before the last name- we have the lamb of God who unburdens us, the man who understand and walks with us, and the son of God. In Jesus we see and experience God, and Rabbi – our teacher.

Then “We have found the Messiah”
Finally, Andrew names Jesus as the Messiah.
This is the language of hope fulfilled. The Messiah was the one Israel had waited for — the one who would restore what was broken, heal what was wounded, and bring God’s purposes to completion.
This name tells us something about Andrew. He dares to hope. He believes that history is going somewhere — and that Jesus stands at the centre of it.
Emotionally, Messiah speaks to hope, longing, and deep desire for change.
When we look at the world we dare to believe that there is hope and that hope comes from Jesus. And, when life feels stuck — personally, socially, or spiritually — this name carries the promise that God is not finished yet.
Covenant is sustained by hope: hope that God will be faithful, even when we cannot yet see how.

As we finish, what becomes clear is this: people name Jesus out of their experience of him.
John names him Lamb of God because he sees the world’s need for forgiveness. A man- because Jesus walks with him. Son of God because he sees Jesus’ kingship and in him God’s power.
The disciples call him Rabbi because they want to learn how to live.
Andrew calls him Messiah because he dares to hope.
So the question this passage leaves us with is not simply who is Jesus?
It is: who is Jesus to you — and what do you call him?
What do you need Jesus to be in this season of your life?
And just as importantly: why that name?

And what name is God giving you?
In the Bible, covenant is never one-sided. God does not only receive names — As we heard earlier God gives them.
Each new name marks a deepened relationship and a new calling.
So alongside the question “What do you call God?” sits another, quieter one:
What is God calling you?
Beloved child? Witness? Disciple? Healed? Sent?
What do you call God? What does God call you?
What new names — what new aspects of your relationship with God — is beginning to take shape?
Because the more we encounter Jesus, the more our language changes — and the more our lives do too.
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